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as organizing a Mount Everest Expedition. But
it so happened that his period of office fell during
the War. After the War the idea was revived
by Captain Noel, who had made a reconnaissance
into Tibet in the direction of the mountain in
1913 at a time when the late Brig.-General Raw-
ling was also cherishing the hope of at least recon-
noitring Everest. And when the present writer
became President of the Royal Geographical
Society in 1920 the time seemed ripe for bringing
the idea of climbing Mount Everest into effect.
He had spent many years in the Himalaya and
had been in Tibet itself. He therefore knew the
local conditions. And with the resources of a
big Society much could be done that was difficult
for single individuals, or for small parties of three
or four, like those which climb in the Alps.
Meanwhile, there had been a great development
in another direction. Actually while the Duke
was climbing in the Himalaya, Bleriot was flying
across the Channel. And the Great War gave a
tremendous impetus to aeroplane construction.
As a result men were now able to fly higher even
than the top of Mount Everest. The question
how high men could ascend seemed therefore to
be a matter more for the airman than the moun-
taineer ; and the former had already beaten the
latter. Why then take the trouble to climb
Mount Everest which would prove nothing but
what had already been proved ?
The reply is that the two problems differ en-